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1. Librarians are skillful information professionals, 
committed and responsible at their work, respected by 

their communities and respect people and their rights. If 
this is so, they should also be concerned with the 
environmental questions.

2. Librarians are well-informed on environmental issues 
and should show example, and even more. Librarians 
should not stay quiet but shout their commitment out 
loud – even if we are in a library.

Responsible librarianship.



3. Librarians can tell the difference between fiction and 
non-fiction, facts and alternative facts. They should do 
this on environmental questions.

4. Librarian’s pride should be reliable and updated 
collection of environmental information – and offer 

an easy access to it. 

Climate change, declining biodiversity, pollution and 
increasing plastic waste are facts and demand 
action. Libraries should react this challenge



5. Genuinely sustainable decisions require reliable information, but 
many people have difficulties in finding this information when the amount of 
information increases. It’s librarian’s job to help in information retrieval.

But that is not all…

Environmental work in libraries should not only concern green 
buildings and office routines, but focus should be on what 
librarians do best. 

Architects and engineers build libraries, property managers and 
cleaners take care of the buildings, librarians run libraries and 
should offer green library services.



6. Shared collections, devices, like computers and 
printers, and tools for loan (etc.) might decrease the 

need to buy things. If nothing else, they introduce the idea 
of sharing. 

7. Shared working and community spaces might 
decrease the need to have an office of your own and 

energy consumption. If nothing else, they introduce a new 
idea of working.

Librarians run green libraries and can 
increase sharing.



8. Libraries are committed to their communities and 
trusted by their users. We can reach people which 
are not reached otherwise. Shouldn’t we do that on 

environmental issues?

9. Librarians could and should go outside the library 
to reach those who won’t or cannot come to 
libraries. Who else would do that?

Public libraries are safe spaces, open to 
all and free. 



10. In Finland, the greatest reason for distress 
among youth is the climate change and 
environmental threads. Can libraries afford to 

ignore this fact? Can libraries pass the youth?

Are we, librarians, the arrogant adults who say that 
they have already done their share and go on acting 
as before?

The future is in youth! 



Neljä kysymystä kirjastoille

• Kirjastojen ympäristötyö keskittyy rakennuksiin ja kierrättämiseen… 
kuuluuko ympäristötyö kirjastolaisten työnkuvaan – vai ainoastaan 
arkkitehtien, isännöitsijöiden ja siivoojien?

• Tarjoammeko helpon ja luotettavan portin ajantasaiseen 
ympäristötietoon, vai kätkemmekö tiedon kryptisen 
luokitusjärjestelmän syvyyksiin?

• Jaamme tiloja ja välineitä, kierrätämme kokoelmia – miten tämän 
toiminnan ympäristövaikutuksia voidaan mitata? Onko niitä?

• Ratkaiseeko digitalisaatio ympäristöongelmat – vai kasvaako vain 
energiankulutus ja ser-jäte?  


